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OVERVIEW

Carmen represents clients in product 
liability and toxic tort cases.
With more than 20 years of experience, Carmen has tried many 
cases to verdict for Fortune 500 companies in state and federal 
courts. She focuses much of her practice on environmental toxins 
and is extensively familiar with these matters, with a strong interest 
in science-based cases. Carmen is passionate about digging into the 
science behind legal matters, ensuring that she has a solid 
understanding of how the technology at the center of a case works.

Carmen defends clients in traditional product liability matters, 
machinery-related cases and asbestos and benzene litigation 
matters. While her practice is nationwide, she also serves as 
regional and local counsel for various corporations in Wisconsin 
courts. Carmen has also consulted on various international matters 
in the United Kingdom and European Union.

With a gift for building amicable relationships with other counsel, 
Carmen is known for her ability to resolve matters quickly, 
achieving the best result possible for the client. She’s also known 
for her focus on client goals: early in her career, a mentor advised 
her to zero in on a client’s ultimate goal and work backwards from 
there. It’s advice Carmen has stuck to for decades. She understands 
that clients aren’t always seeking the same result from litigation, 
and she realizes that the strategy pursued in these matters often 
has a ripple effect nationally for the client’s other cases. Carmen 
aims to keep this wider picture in mind, ensuring that her trial 
strategies are compatible with the client’s overall goals.
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Experience

• Tried David Olley v. Copeland Corporation, watershed talc case in New York, successfully 

arguing that decedent's mesothelioma was the result of his work in a talc mine, rather than 

client's product.

• Tried product liability and toxic tort cases to verdict for Fortune 500 companies.

• Served as regional and local counsel for corporations in Wisconsin courts.

• Consulted on numerous matters including coverage, risk management, strategic planning and 

litigation defense in the United Kingdom and European Union.

Recognition

• AV Rated, Martindale-Hubbell

Education

• J.D., University of Missouri-Kansas City School of Law

• B.A., University of Iowa

Admissions

• Wisconsin

• Florida

• U.S. District Court, Eastern District of Wisconsin

• U.S. District Court, Western District of Wisconsin

• U.S. Court of Appeals, Seventh Circuit
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Community Leadership
Carmen is deeply committed to community involvement, frequently volunteering for causes she’s 
passionate about. She recently retired from the role of Secretary of the Board of Fisher House 
Wisconsin, the Wisconsin chapter of Fisher House Foundation, which provides a home away from 
home for the families of veterans seeking nearby medical treatment at the VA. Fisher House 
promotes that healing is best accomplished when family is close by for support. Fisher House 
Wisconsin has recently obtained permission to build an additional home in Madison, and Carmen 
is assisting with leading the capital campaign. With veterans in her own family who have needed 
care at the VA, Carmen has seen first-hand the important role that family provides to service 
members and the country both during and after overseas tours.

Carmen also places a high priority on pro bono work, and she has volunteered with the Milwaukee 
Volunteer Lawyers Center, which helps individuals without the resources to hire an attorney.

*Contact Carmen to set up an in-person consultation by appointment in the Milwaukee office.


